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(3) 



PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMISSION OF INDIANA. 



oftice; state house; Indianapolis* 



• Commissioners appointed by the Governor; 

JACOB- P. DUNN, Indianapolis, President. 
ELIZABETH C. EARL, Connersville. 
WILLIAM W. PARSONS, Terre Haute. 



Ex-Officio Secretary; 
W. E. HENR^, State Librarian. 



Executive Staff: 

MISS MERICA HOAGLAND, 
Corresponding Secretary and State Organizer. 

MISS ANNA R. PHELPS, 
Instructor. 

MISS IDA M. MBNDENHALL, 
Work with Schools. 

MISS GEORGIA H. REYNOLDS, 
Librarian, Traveling Libraries. 

MISS ELIZABETH B. NOEL, 
Assistant 



(4) 



I 



/ 



REPORT OF THE PUBUC LIBRARY COMMISSION 

OF INDIANA* 



To the Oeneral Assembly of the State of Indiana: 

The Public Library Commission of Indiana herewith, submits its 
report : 

The more aggressive work undertaken by the Public Library 
Commission of Indiana extends over a period of three years, 
which is covered by this report. 

On November 1, 1901, tlie Library Commission, which had 
been created by an act of the General Assembly of 1899, was 
assigned an oflSce in the State House, and under the appropria- 
tion act of 1901 was enabled to begin a systematic extension of 
library privileges to all the people of the State. 

According to a report rendered to the American Library Asso- 
ciation at St. Louis, October 22, 1904, the twenty-two Library 
Commissions of the United States have passed the experimental 
stage and have proved by the results obtained that the library 
work of each State can best be advanced by such a Library Com- 
mission as is found in Indiana, Wisconsin, Iowa, and nineteen 
other States. "Differing materially in composition and in meth- 
ods, the common aim of Library Commissions is to inspire com- 
munities with a desire for libraries, to foster zeal in library work, 
to aid by advice and example, to simplify methods and to act as an 
agency for the application of public spirit and private bounty in 
the direction of library interests." 

It is gratifying to the Commission to have received recognition 
outside of Indiana. The World's Work mentions the Indiana 
Commission as one of the five doing most effective library work. 
The Commission has been represented on the Magnolia (Mass.), 
Waukesha (Wis.), and Niagara Falls programs, at annual confer- 
ences of the American Library Association, also on the program 
of the Western Library meeting at Madison, Wis. The Indiana 
Commission stands second in its system of library institutes. Ita 
Library School is commended by the American Library Associa- 
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tion, and in reports given at the St. Louis conference of the A. 
L. A., October, 1904, it is mentioned as the first State to under- 
take the centralization of library work with schools. The Com- 
mission was represented in the organization of a National League 
of Library Commissions, and is one of three States to be repre- 
sented on the Committee to secure Commission and American 
Library lAssociation Co-operation. The exhibit of the Library 
Commission at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis 
has received much favorable comment. The Commission is in 
constant touch with the six library schools of the United States. 

It is a noteworthy fact that the public library systems of the 
several States are following closely the footsteps of the public 
school systems which during the last thirty years have been 
brought to their present successful operation through generous 
State aid and encouragement. The library interests in Indiana 
must be fostered and encouraged, that there may be developed a 
more sound and intelligent citizenship through the agency of the 
public library system of the State. 

The Public Library Commission has been enabled to work more 
effectively because of the excellent library law passed in 1901 and 
amended in 1903, making it possible for any incorporated town 
or city to establish a public library and because of the traveling 
library system established by the Commission in 1899, also on 
account of the general library interest awakened by the gifts of 
library buildings by Indiana citizens and Mr. Andrew Carnegie. 

When the Public Library Commission opened its office, No- 
vember 1, 1901, there were in Indiana comparatively few libra' 
rians who- had received library instruction; there was no library 
training school ; little attention had been paid to the essentials of 
library buildings; public library organization depended upon 
widely separated, individual, undirected effort; the traveling li- 
brary interest was at a low ebb; there was no system of library 
institutes; no annual reports were received from libraries; no li- 
brary handbooks or publications distributed affording aid to the 
librarians in their library administraton ; no lists for the selection 
of books, reading lists, etc., and no organized effort to effect a 
closer relation between the library and school. 

Since November 1, 1901, eight librarians, having had one. or 
two years courses at leading library schools, have been appointed 



to library positions in Indiana, eighty-seven librarians or assistant 
librarians, have attended the library classes or summer schools 
conducted by the Commission and seven have pursued advanced 
courses in such classes and schools. Individual instruction has 
also been given at the office or by correspondence. Of the fifty 
new library buildings constructed, the Commission has been con- 
sulted concerning many of the plans. Advice has been given in 
towns and cities concerning the organization, reorganization and 
administration of eighty-six public libraries. If in every case li- 
brary organization and reorganization has not foUowied such ef- 
forts, sufficient interest has been awakened to insure organization 
in the near future. 

The traveling libraries have been increased from 80 to 130, or 
from 3,165 to 4,690 volumes, and their circulation from 72 to 
259. Thirteen library institutes have been held in as many library 
districts. Three sets of report blanks have been sent out by the 
Commission. These have been filled out by the local libraries, so 
that the Commission is able to present to the Governor and Gen* 
eral Assembly an authentic report of local library conditions. The 
Library of Congress looks to the Library Commission for infor- 
mation concerning Indiana libraries and depends upon it for lists 
of libraries and librarians, that they may be reached with the 
valuable free publications sent out by the Librarian of Congress. 

The climax of the Commission's efforts for the extension of li- 
brary interests is to be found in its Department of Library Work 
with Schools, recently established. Library organization, traveling 
libraries, training of librarians, erection of library buildings, pub- 
lished aids to libraries, are all but means to the end of directing 
the boys and girls of the schools to the use of good books that their 
school studies may be supplemented by the best reading, which 
can not but have an effect on their lives and characters. 

There are in Indiana 237 libraries, public, subscription and in- 
stitutional, containing over 1,224,000 books and receiving annual 
incomes amounting to over $263,000. There are sixty-one build- 
ings. The value of these, with the real estate on which they are 
located, is estimated at $2,000,000 and upwards. 

There are at present forty-nine county seats in Indiana without 
library buildings and 375 incorporated towns and cities without 
public libraries and reading rooms. Only ninety-three librarians 
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and assistants have had any librafy training, and there are but 
few libraries where any work with schools is even attempted. 

From the facts set forth above, it is apparent that there is a 
field of work for the Library Commission, and it is hoped that 
the General Assembly of Indiana will by wise library legislation 
extend the Comnussion's nsefiilness to the people of the State. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The Commission is ever seeking to secure the establishment of 
public Ibiraries in localities able to secure them. The initiative 
for such organizations must come from individuals or associations 
interested to secvire public library and reading room privileges 
for all the people of their respective communities. It is gratify- 
ing to report that an increasing number of the citizens of the 
State are interesting themselves in the development of this edu- 
cational agency in Indiana. The steps taken in effecting library 
Wganization are as follows : 

First. One or more persons become interested to establish a_ 
public library. 

Second. By personal interview or correspondence advice i& 
asked of the Public Library Commission concerning the best plans 
of organization. 

Third. Visit made by the Organizer to confer with those most 
interested. Plans perfected for a citizens' meeting, which should 
be well advertised, personally and publicly. 

Fourth. Citizens' meeting held, preferably, in a public hall. 
Chairman arid secretary regularly appointed. Discussion by cit- 
izens on the desirability of establishing a public library. Address 
by the State Organizer of the Public Library Commission with 
full explanation of the text and provisions of the library law. The 
Organizer calls for free expression of the taxpaying citizens on the 
desirability of or objections to the establishment of the library. 
If those present vote to establish a public library under the law of 
1901-03, a Citizens' Library Committee (of seven) is appointed to 
take the necessary steps to secure organization. No subscriptions 
or money pledges should be asked for at this meeting. 

Fifth. Citizens' Library Committee confers with Organizer 
and obtains from the Commission blanks for securing subscriptions 
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Tinder the provisions of the law. The Committee selects a Chair- 
man, who divides the town into three sections, each section to be 
visited by certain members of the Committee, preferably in groups 
of two. 

Sixth. Subscription papers filed with the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court. The Judge of the Circuit Court, the Town Board or City 
Council, and the School Board appoint the Library Board of seven 
members, who, when they have duly qualified, organize within 
the time prescribed by law, and after electing officers, fixing the 
amount of tax levy, selecting a Librarian and arranging for library 
rooms; proceed to collect the quarterly installments of subscrip- 
tions and to open the public library and reading room. 

In some cases it is desirable, but not always necessary, to mark 
the opening of a library and reading room with appropriate exer- 
cises. This stirs civic pride and awakens public interest in the li- 
brary as a beneficent institution. 

The above is the general plan followed by the Public Library 
Commission in securing organization of public libraries in In- 
diana. 

REORGANIZATION OF LIBRARIES. 

Some of the older libraries of Indiana have realized the ad- 
vantages of the newer laws and methods and have sought "infor- 
mation and advice'' of the Commission in securing reorganization. 
Generally speaking, the best results obtained in library adminis- 
tration are found in those libraries which are working under the 
library law of 1901-'03. At present some libraries are organized 
under this law, others are organized under School Boards, and 
still others under association or special laws. After the. proposed 
amendments have been passed by the General Assembly of 1905> 
whereby all conditions can be most favorably met, if all the libra- 
ries of the State operating under other laws than that of 1901--03 
could be induced to reorganize under it, the Library Commission 
could perform its work much more effectively. 

VISITS. 

Sometimes two, three, or even four visits are necessary before 
library organization can be secured. In other cases a single visit 
suffices, such as was made recently to Carmel and Whiting. It is 
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not enough to organize a library; the Commission should meet 
with each Library Board at least once in two ;5^ears, to confer with 
the board members concerning the administration of the library 
interests entrusted to their care. It is not enough to erect build- 
ings. The capital invested in them should be made to yield a re- 
turn to the people in Substantial benefits. 

The following places have been visited by representatives of the 
Library Commission: 

Albion, Alexandria, Anderson, Angola, Attica, Aurora, Bed- 
ford, Bloomfield, Bloomington, Bluffton, Boonville, Bourbon, 
Brazil, Butler, Carmel, Carthage, Columbia City, Connersville, 
Corydon, Crawfordsville, Crownpoint, Danville, Delphi, Earlham 
College, Edwardsville, Elkhart, Elwood, Evansville, Flora, Fort 
Wayne, Goshen, Greencastle, Greenfield, Greensburg, Hammond, 
Hartford City, Hoagland, Huntington, Indianapolis, Irvington, 
Jeffersonville, Kirklin, Knightstown, Lafayette, Lagrange, La- 
porte, Lebanon, Logansport, Michigan City, Monrovia, Monticello, 
Moores Hill, Mooresville, Mt. Vernon, Muncie, Nashville, New 
Albany, New Carlisle, New Harmony, North Judson, North Ver- 
non, Peru, Petersburg, Pittsboro, Plainfield, Plymouth, Portland, 
Pulaski, Richmond, Rising Sun, Rochester, Royal Center, Salem, 
Seymour, Shelbyville, South Bend, Spiceland, Star City, Sullivan, 
Terre Haute, Tipton, Tobinsport, Union City, Union Mills, Val- 
paraiso, ^Vincennes, Wabash, Warsaw, Washington, Westfield, 
Whiting, Winamac, Winona Lake, Worthington and Wrights 
Comer. 

REPORTS. 

The Library Commission receives from the libraries of the 
State annual reports on blanks furnished by the Commission. 
These are filed for the purpose of presenting a biennial report to 
the Governor and General Assembly, noting progress, of making 
comparisons, of furnishing information to Library Boards and Li- 
brarians and for aiding the Librarian of Congress, the American 
Library Association, the State Librarian, and the Indiana Library 
Association in the distribution of printed matter. 

See tabulated report, page 22. 
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LIST OF BOOKS, ETC. 

The Public Library Commission is required by law to "prepare 
lists of books suitable for public libraries." In the beginning, 
these were typewritten, then mimeograph lists were made, and re- 
cently printed lists have been sent out. These last have been 
made possible by co-operating with the Library Commissions of 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, ]!^ebraska, Ohio and Delaware, and 
thus reducing the cost of publication. At present the Indiana 
Commission, as a member of the National League of Library Com- 
missions, is endeavoring to secure from the American Library As- 
socation Publication Board the longer lists of books which all 
Commissions must use in their work. If successful, the Indiana 
Commission will be relieved of some of the clerical work neces- 
sary for the preparation of the long lists and be able to use it in 
meeting the special needs of Indiana libraries. 

To meet the demand of the libraries for best books and poems 
on birds the Commission has pushed to completion the bird bulle- 
tin called "With the Birds of Indiana." The list of best books 
and poems on birds has been carefully selected, those by Indiana 
authors are marked. Realizing the value of expert service, the 
Commission has availed itself of the generous assistance rendered 
by Mr. Amos W. Butler, Prof. D. W. Dennis, Mr. Alden Hadley, 
Mr. W. W. Woollen, Mr. W. S. Blatchley, Miss Florence Howe 
and others, to whom the Commission makes grateful acknowledg- 
ment. The Commission is also indebted to Miss Ella Saltmarsh, 
of the Indianapolis City Library, for the use of the Bird Calendar, 
which, modified and enlarged. upon, has been incorporated into the 
Commission's bulletin. Appreciation of the Commission's work 
has been expressed by the officers of the Indiana Audubon Society. 

"With the Birds of .Indiana" has been sent free to Indiana 
libraries. To avoid waste and to meet the cost of printing the 
additional copies, the Commission will charge ten cents for the 
copies distributed to others not librarians. The bird bulletin will 
be followed by others on Indiana flowers, trees, products, history, 
literature, biography, etc. 

The enormous output of the publishers makes most necessary a 
selection of books for the small libraries which are removed from 
book centers without opportunity to examine books before pur- 
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•chasing them. The book lists furnished by the Commission are 
therefore most desirable, affording as they do, opportunity to make 
a wiser expenditure of funds amounting annually to thousands of 
dollars. 

DONATION AND DISTRIBUTION. 

The need of the smaller struggling libraries for such books, 
magazines and furniture as persons kindly disposed towards 
libraries are willing to donate has induced the Commission to 
inaugurate a department of donation and distribution which can 
not but prove of benefit to those libraries whose funds are insuffi- 
cient to meet all requirements. 

LIBRARY BUILDINGS AND THEIR FURNISHING, 

The gifts of fifty library buildings by citizens of Indiana and 
JIt. Andrew Carnegie have rendered most important the advice 
<of the Library Commission concerning the essentials of library 
Tbuildings. Without in the least claiming to have expert knowl- 
-edge of architecture, the Commission has made a study of library 
l>uildings in reference to the style of architecture adapted to the 
best library administration, and when consulted can often aid 
in avoiding some of the mistakes most commonly made by archi- 
tects and library boards. While the library buildings erected in 
Indiana are in the main creditable, some of them are pretentious 
in materials and decorations. Too often the interior conveniences 
. and equipment have been sacrificed to satisfy the architects' and 
boards' desire for showy exteriors. By means of photographs, 
blue prints and cuts, the Commission is able to assist those who 
-contemplate building. The Commission has also been called upon 
;to advise concerning the fitting up of dwelling houses, store or 
©ffice rooms for library purposes. The selection of suitable furni- 
ture for delivery, stack, reference, reading, children's and assembly 
rooms has been a necessary part of Commission work. 

INSTRUCTION AND INSTITUTES. 

Instruction of Librarians. — ^In compliance with the written re- 
quests made by library trustees and librarians for "information 
and advice," the Library Commission gives instruction in library 
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methods to those attQnding the Summer School for Librarians. In- 
struction is given in business methods as well as in technical work. 
Book buying, accessioning, classification, shelf listing, cataloging, 
bibliography and reference work, also work with the children in 
the school and library, are taught. 

It is worthy of nate that the first efforts of the Library OoQ^mis- 
sion upon opening its office were directed toward the instruction 
of individual librarians. On October 31 to IN'ovember 7, 1901, a 
class of thirteen members assembled around two tables in the 
Commission office, Room 85, State House. 

During the spring of 1902, from April 17 to May 15, the first 
organized School for Librarians in Indiana was held at the office' 
of the Commission, Room 85, State House. Miss Harriet L. 
Eaton, a graduate of Pratt Institute Library School, was the in- 
structor, and Miss Marion F. Pease, of Joliet, HI., the pupil re- 
viser, the latter rendering* service without compensation. 

The evident need of instruction for librarians was so apparent 
that the Cwnmission decided to make this department a perma- 
nent one, and in May, 1903, secured the services of Miss Anna 
R. Phelps as Library Instructor. Miss Phelps is a graduate of 
Vassar College and of the New York State Library School, having 
had several years' experience as a teacher and librarian. 

Owing to lack of suitable quarters at the State House, and be- 
cause Winona Lake seemed to the Commission to afford librarians 
facilities for pursuing a course of library study to advantage, the 
Commission conducted the second course in the School for Libra- 
rians in connection with the Winona Assembly and Summer 
School. Miss Phelps was the instructor and Miss Pease the assist- 
ant reviser. The result was so satisfactory that from July 4 to 
August 13, 1904, the School for Librarians was again Eeld at 
Winona Lake. The faculty was increased by the addition of Miss 
Sabra W. Vought, Librarian of the University of Tennessee, a 
graduate of A.llegheny College and of th© New York State Li- 
brary School, and Miss Ida M. Mendenhall, a graduate of Earl- 
hall College, Indiana State Normal School and of Pratt Institute 
Library School, Brooklyn. The same instructors have been re- 
tained for the School for Librarians to be again held at Winona 
Lake in 1905. 
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Institutes. — The Library Institute serves a threefold purpose 
in Indiana. It affords opportunity to arouse interest in the estab- 
lishment of new public libraries and new traveling library centers 
and awaken a favorable sentiment in favor of library extension f 
to give elementaiy instruction in library methods to the librarians 
working in isolated districts who can not afford to attend even the 
Summer School for Librarians; also, by means of discussion, to 
give the librarians with'some training an opportunity for compar- 
ing methods and experiences. On October 30 and 31, 1901, the 
Public Library Commission held a Library Institute at the State 
House. In May, 1903, Indiana was divided into seventeen library 
districts having reference to railroad, electric trolley and library 
facilities, for the purpose of holding Library Institutes. This 
marked the first organized effort for a system of Library Institutes 
in Indiana. Five Library Institutes were held in 1903, at !N'ew 
Albany, South Bend, Crawfordsville, Peru and Eichmond. In 
1904 institutes were held at Brazil, Evansville, Bedford, Michigan 
City, Washington, Muncie, Carthage, Indianapolis, and arrange- 
ments are now being made for others in 1905. The Indiana Union 
of Literary Clubs and the Indiana Federation of Women's Clubs 
are co-operating with the Commission in appointing district library 
committees in their sections. 

The concentration of attention upon a circumscribed area, to 
consider its library interests as to their extension and improvement, 
as secured by these Library Institutes, can not be otherwise than 
conducive to the library development of the State. 

TRAVELING LIBRARIES. 

For some reason the popularity of the traveling libraries mani- 
fested in the beginning suffered a decline, and in September, 1902, 
it was reported at the Western Library meeting, held at Madison, 
Wis., that the system was a failure in Indiana. 

Unwilling to believe that the people of Indiana would not avail 
themselves of the traveling library privileges if informed of them, 
the Commission transferred the administration of the libraries 
from the State Library to its own office on November 1, 1902, and 
the custody of the books was transferred by law in May, 1903. 
Through notices sent to county newspapers, addresses at farmers^ 
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institutes and the sending of circular letters and by personal cor- 
respondence, ' Miss Georgia H. Keynolds, the Librarian of the 
Traveling Libraries has brought the annual circulation of the trav-. 
eling libraries from 72 to 259. This is estimated to represent 
over 40,000 readers of the books in the traveling libraries. These 
libraries are often found to be the forerunners of permanent public 
libraries, and more effort will be made in the future to secure 
organization of local libraries because of the appreciation of trav- 
eling library privileges. The Commission is considering the 
advisability of mating the system more elastic, so as to render 
better individual service. 

Libraries sent out from November 1, 1901, to October 31, . 

1902 72 

Libraries sent out from November 1, 1902, to October 31, 

1903 228 

Libraries sent out from November 1, 1903, to October 31, 

1904 259 

1901-1902. 

November, 1901 5 

December, 1901 2 

January, 1902 13 

February, 1902 14 

March, 1902 5 

April, 1902 5 

May, 1902 5 

June, 1902 I 

July, 1902 2 

August, 1902 5 

September, 1902 7 

October, 1902 8 

. 72 

1902-1903. 

November, 1902 18 

December, 1902 '. 35 

January, 1903 31 

February, 1903 ; . .* 13 

March, 1903 .,,..;,,:.,..., 33 
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April, 1903 15 

May, 1903 9 

June, 1903 ' * 16 

July, 1903 16 

August, 1903 5 

September, 1903 13 

October, 1903 24 

228 
1903-1904. 

November, 1903 17 

December, 1903 19 

January, 1904 29 

February, 1904 24 

March, 1904 22 

April, 1904 .. . : 21 

May, 1904 18 

June, 1904 16 

July, 1904 27 

August, 1904 . , 13 

September, 1904 22 

October, 1904 31 

Total 259 
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PUBLICATIONS. 

The following publications have been issued: 

Library Institute Announcements, 1901, op. 

Supplement to Finding Lists of Traveling Libraries, 1902. 

Covers for Indiana edition of Handbook on Organization, 

1902, 1904. 
Circular Letters concerning Commission work, 1902. 
Circular Letters to Farmers' Institutes, 1902. 
Circular Letters to newspapers, 19.02. 
Library School Announcements, 1902-5. 
Library Class Announcements, 1904. 
Programs for thirteen Library Institutes, 1903-4. 
Suggestive book lists. 
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Essentials of Ubrary buildings. 
With the Birds of Indiana, 1904. 

Blanks for annual reports, traveling libraries, schools and in- 
stitutes are also issued f rom^time to time. 

Publications have been purchased and distributed free to Indi- 
ana libraries as follows: 



Handbook of Library Organization (two editions). 
Government publications for small libraries. 
Suggestive lists of book& for a small library. 
Buying Usts of recent books (bi-monthly) . 
2 Books for boys and girls. 

Library tracts, etc. 
Bulletins on book buying. 
Cards illustrating American singing birds. 

LIBRARY WORK WITH SCHOOLS. 

To render the school study more effective and vital, to enable 
pupils to follow avocations to more advantage, enrich their lives 
and establish among them higher social ideals, it is necessary to 
establish a close relation between the library and the school. Ef- 
ficient library administration, based upon some knowledge of mod- 
ern library methods, is essential before library work with schools 
ought to be introduced in Indiana libraries. 

The Commission, after studying the library conditions in In- 
diana, is convinced that some at least of the libraries are equipped 
and the librarians sufficiently interested to begin some organized 
library work with schools. Enough such Work has been intro- 
duced into individual libraries to show that it is possible and 
practical to carry it on. 

For two years the Commission has had the library work with 
schools in mind, and an attempt was made to introduce the sub- 
ject in the Commission's School for Librarians in 1902. Some 
work was done in the School for Librarians in 1903, when five 
lectures on psychology for librarians, six lectures upon reference 
work with schools, and also others on children's rooms and work 
in the public library, were given. 

The co-operation of the teachers and librarians is much to be 
desired, so, in addition to the instruction of librarians the Com- 
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mission is seeking to introduce brief courses of lectures in some 
,of the Indiana IN'ormal Schools, the presidents of which have ex- 
pressed themselves as heartily in favor of this new "department of 
the Commission work and as anxious to avail themselves of the 
lectures on library work with schools. Presideut W. W. Parsons, 
Indiana State Normal School, Terre Haute; Mr. H. B. Brown, 
Northern Indiana Normal School, Va-lparaiso; Mr. A. J. Kinna- 
man. President of the Central Normal College, Danville, and Mr. 
'0. W. Boucher, Principal of the Marion Normal College, are co- 
operating with the Commission in this work. Miss Ida M. Men- 
<ienhall has been put in charge of the Commission's Library Work 
with Schools. As stated before, Miss Mendenhall is a graduate 
•of Earlham Collie and the Indiana Normal School, and was for 
four years a teacher in the Indianapolis public schools. After 
spending some time in the Brookline (Mass.) Public Library, she 
-entered the Pratt Institute School of Library Training, graduat- 
ing from there in 1904, and served as Instructor of Library Work 
with Schools in the Conmiission's School for Librarians in the 
iBummer of that year. 

The Indiana Commission is the first to centralize the library 
work with schools, and much is expected from it. 

LIBRARY EXTENSION IN INDIANA, 1899-1904. 

Number of Libraries. — When the Commission was established 
in 1899 there were fifty-^ven public libraries in the State. By 
December, 1904, this number had increased to ninety-one. In 
addition there are now on the Commission list eighty-one institu- 
tional libraries and sixty-five school libraries. 

Number of Buildings. — ^In 1899 there were six libraries housed 
in buildings adapted to, but not erected for, their use. In Decem- 
ber, 1904,. there were sixty-one library buildings erected or in pro- 
cess of erection. The value of the buildings and real estate is esti- 
mated to be $2,000,000. 

Trained Librarians.— When the Commission was established 
there was but one librarian who had attended an accredited library 
school. There are now nine librarians in Indiana from library 
training schools and seventy-five Indiana librarians and assistants 
who have attended the Summer School or classes conducted by the 
Commission ; also eight who have attended other summer schools. 
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Traveling Libraries. — When the Commission was established 
there were no traveling libraries in the State. In December, 1904, 
there were 135 libraries, containing 4,778 books, circulating 
through the State. Of this number forty-four are study club li- 
braries, which are used by farmers' clubs, study circles and schools. 



FINANQAL STATEMENT OF PUBLIC UBRARY COMMISSIOR 

1902-1904. 

RECEIPTS, 1902-1903. 

>fOY. 1, 1902, by old appropriation $3,000 00 

JMay 1, 1903, by (6 months) new annual appropriation 3,500 00 

Total $6,500 00 

i 

EXPENDITURES. 

Office— ^ 

Expenses $308 78 

Stenographers' salaries 770 00 

1,078 78 

Traveling Libraries- 
Expenses (6 months) $104 64 

Books 845 91 

Librarian's salary (6 months) 360 00 

Shipping clerk's salary (6 months) 51 70 

1,362 25 

Instruction (6 months)— 

Expenses $246 32 

Books 189 22 

Instructor's salary 540 00 

975 54 

Organization- 
Expenses $493 27 

Corresponding- Secretary and Organizer's salary. . . . 1,197 00 

1,690 27 

" Returned to treasury from old fund 1,391 38 

Returned to treasury from new fund 1 78 

1,393 16 

Total $6,500 00 
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1903-1904. 

BECEIPTS. ■ - ' 

Nov. 1, 1903, by annual appropriation $7,000 00* 

EXPENDITUBE8. 

Oflace and Publication- 
Expenses $935 95 

Stenographer's salary 600 00 

1,535 95 

Traveling Libraries- 
Expenses $551 75 

Librarian's salary 720 00 

Shipping clerk's salary 101 33 

Books 611 94 

1,985 02 

Instruction and Institutes- 
Expenses and publication $422 88 

Instructor's salary 1,050 00 

Books 203 34 

1,676 22 

Organization- 
Expenses $300 10 

Corresponding Secretary and Organizer's salary 1,500 00 

1,800 10 

Returned to treasury, 2 71 

Total $7,000 00 

"* BUDGET FOR 1904-1905. 

BECEIPTS. 

By annual appropriation $7,000 00 

By additional appropriation (asked for) 1,000 00 

Total $8,000 00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Office and Publication $1,500 00 

Traveling Libraries 1,500 00 

Instruction and Institutes : 1,600 00 

Organizaton ; 1,800 00 

Work with Schools 1,600 OO 

Total $8,000 00 

To maintain a symmetricar growth in a republic, the commer- 
cial pix)sperity and industrial advancement must needs be matched 
by a corresponding intellectual and spiritual growth, and there is 
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no more effective agency for the promotion of order and thrift, for 
the repression of crime and for the enrichment of life, than the 
free public library for the promotion of which the Public Library 
Commission was created, and for which it asks your co-operation 
and financial support. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jacob P. Dvnn, President ; 
Elizabeth C. Eael, 
William W. Pabsons, 

Public Library Commission of Indiana. 
Room 85, State House, October 31, 1904. 
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